August 29, 2010  (Pentecost 14 C)

Luke 13:22-30
“The SECRET of getting RICH – and, staying rich!”

In 2003 (just 7 years ago) you could buy a share in Apple computers for about $6.00.   Does anyone know what the stock price is now?   It’s over $240.00 a share.  An investment of a few thousand dollars back in 2003 could have been worth a quarter million dollars today!  That information would have been useful 7 years ago.    Oh well. . . . too late now.     

It’s no secret – people want to get rich. That’s why professionals spend so much time studying the stock markets and investments – hoping to get in on an explosive stock like Apple has turned out to be.  That’s why casinos always seem to be full, and why they make so much money preying upon this fact: people want to get rich, to get rich quick, and to stay rich. 
So, they turn (in droves) to people like Donald Trump and Warren Buffet for advice and ideas on the subject.  But – foolishly, people tend to ignore the richest and most powerful Guy out there – Jesus Christ.   Today HE is going to reveal the secret of getting rich, and staying rich.  

Part of the great secret is that true and lasting riches actually have NOTHING to do with stock markets and worldly investments.  Jesus said, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36).    True and lasting riches have to do with the salvation of the SOUL and the Kingdom of God.  THAT is where the future is – and, what people were asking Christ about as He made His way to Jerusalem:  Luke 13:22-24
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.”
Ten years ago the Palm Pilot was all the rage and Apple Computers seemed to be going nowhere.  But – think of how SMART it would have been (10 years ago) to have pulled all stock out of Palm (when it was worth a bunch) and put it all in Apple (when it was worth very little)!  No one knew the secret of where things were headed.  
But – Jesus is going to reveal to us the secret of getting rich, and here’s another part of that secret: going to church / Bible study / giving generous offerings / serving Jesus / suffering for His Kingdom and for the Gospel message – all of this may seem like a wasted investment of time, money and energy. . . . BUT, the Day is coming where Christ and His Kingdom will be the hottest ticket in town!  
What?  Pulling money out of the stock markets and giving it to support missions is a good investment?  Traditional old, Bible-believing, Gospel-focused church is going to become popular again?  And, I should get in on it right now – even though people think I’m nuts?  - YES!   Exactly – that’s what Jesus wants His people to know, because He wants us to have true and lasting riches.  
The whole world is going to see with their own eyes that CHRIST is Lord and King.  Everyone is going to be scurrying to get invested with Him, and ride on His coattails of unbelievable success.  Everyone will see and realize where true riches and unending prosperity are actually found – but  . . . . once He comes again / when faith has turned into sight . . . it’ll be too late, and the window of opportunity will be shut forever.  
Another part of the secret Jesus reveals to us here today: the time to act is NOW – before it’s too late!   Verses 25-29:
25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.
You see, FAITH is the instrument God chose to save us.  He tells us who He is, how this world came to be, how sin has destroyed everything, how He came up with a master plan to rescue us, how Jesus came as God and Man to carry out that plan, how He lived – died – rose again in accordance with that plan, how salvation is His free gift to everyone who would simply accept Him on His Word and trust what He says – on FAITH.  

By faith we invest our lives and souls in Christ Jesus, even though we can’t see Him, even though all we have is His Word, even though sometimes it’s hard to see any real profit and reward for serving, for coming to worship, and for investing so much in Him.  Sometimes our own thoughts agree with the world around us that says, “Give up on Him.  Hold off until you can see some sort of proof that it’s worth it.  There’s nothing in it for YOU right now, try back later in life, when it’s more convenient, when you’re closer to the end – after you’ve spent all your time, money, and energy on the things YOU want.” 
The problem is, once we CAN see how valuable it all is – with our own eyes, it’ll be too late.  No one wants to hear the King of the universe say to them, “Get away from me, you evildoers!”  By calling the unbelieving world “evildoers” He’s basically saying that everything they did, all the investments they made, everything they produced in life – was . . . garbage.  
They will protest! “Oh come on! I’m a Christian!  Sure, I didn’t care much for your way of doing things, I didn’t have time to worship or praise you – I was too busy investing my time and energy in things that were truly important to me. Can’t you understand that – church was boring!  My money was better spent on myself! I didn’t have time to get involved in your work – so what!   Now let me in!!!!” 
No.   You can’t fool Him.  He’s the one who told us: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21).  If our heart is fully invested in the garbage of this world – and – not invested in His Kingdom work . . . . . it will be apparent, and His judgment will be just.   This should make us all shudder when we take stock of our lives and see how much we’ve invested in garbage, and how little we’ve invested with Him.  
That’s why JESUS reveals this secret to us – He LOVES us!  He wants us to wake up, to repent, to invest in what’s really important – NOW, and HERE, while we still can!   Sign your life over to Him, and you won’t be disappointed!  On the one hand, you could say it costs you nothing – His grace / forgiveness / salvation is totally free – and He’s willing to accept anyone, even you and me.  

On the other hand, you could say it costs you everything – He wants YOU / your soul / your devotion / your praise / your service / your time / your money / your everything – so that He can produce amazing and eternal riches and treasure with your tiny little investment.   
It’s not going to be easy, and you won’t see returns on this investment right away.   That’s why Jesus said, “Make every effort . . . .” This is going to be a hard struggle.  We will face all sorts of pressure to pull back, and to pull out.  People will question why you do what you do, and live the way you live.  Your own mind will be telling you to take the easy and comfortable path and forget about trying to glorify Christ, that it’s not worth the effort.  People may call us fools.  They might say, “I could have taken the $5,000 you waste in offerings every year and made you rich by now!  You could have had so much more right now, if you would have just walked away from Him!”
What they don’t know is that, one day – and this is an absolute FACT that you can bank on: every single one of us will see the value of the stock market hit ZERO.  Your investments / your home / your stuff – will ALL be totally worthless.  YOU will, one day, have a net worth of $0.00  

The question is – will your soul still be invested with Jesus on that day?  What will He think of the investments you made?  I think considering those questions helps us understand what He meant in the last verse of our text: 
Luke 13:30  “Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 

